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Scope

• UK Military Structure

• Operations and Deployments

• Procurement  - Future Force

• UK’s Future Defence proposals post BREXIT



UK MoD Overview



Full time trained Military Personnel and Civilians

Source: Defence Statistics (Tri Service) and Defence Statistics (Civilian)

1998
Strategic Defence Review

2001
Creation of QinetiQ (8,000 posts)

2004
“Delivering security in a changing 

world”

2010
Strategic Defence and Security 

Review

2015
Strategic Defence and Security 

Review

Military Full Time Trained strength 
(RN/RM and RAF) and Full Time Trade 
trained strength (Army) and Civilians

1 April 2017

Royal Navy / Royal Marines 29,580

Army 78,410

RAF 30,850

Total Full Time Trained Strength 138,840

Civilian Level 0 56,680

Total Personnel 195,520
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ArmyNavy RAF FR20Civilian
= 20,000 
personnel

Future Reserves 2020 Total Strength
1st April 2017

Maritime Reserve 3,560

Army Reserve 29,940

RAF Reserves 2,730

Total Reserves 36,220



UK Ministry of Defence Structure
Prime Minister and National Security Council

Defence Secretary / Ministers and Defence Council

Defence Board

Head Office

Defence Business 
Services

Defence Infrastructure 
Organisation

Science and 
Technology

MoD Police

Defence Safety 
Authority

UK Hydrographic Office

Defence Electronics 
and Components Agency

Defence Equipment & 
Support

Information Systems & 
Services

Defence Business 
Services

Navy Command

Army Command

Air Command

Joint Forces Command

DG Nuclear

Permanent Joint 
Headquarters

Directorate Special 
Forces

ENABLE

Acquire

Generate & 
Develop

Operate

Systems
&
Services

Force
Elements

Other Military 
Tasks

Operations

DIRECT

Account



Falkland Islands
OPV, Typhoon, 

Garrison

Belize
Training & 

Capacity Building

Canada
Training 

RFA Mounts Bay
UK Overseas 

Territory Support 
& CN

SSBN
Nuclear 

Deterrent

HMS 
PROTECTOR

Ice Patrol Ship

Op Sofia
HMS Enterprise

Gibraltar
Support to Ops  / 

UK Territory

Op KIPION
4 MCMVs

RFA Support Ship
FF/DD

Bahrain
MCC

Iraq / Syria
Army / Airforce
Counter Daesh

Afghantisan
600 personnel

Ukraine
Capacity Building

SNMG2
HMS DUNCAN

SNMCMG1
HMS GRIMSBY

Estonia
Training / 
Exercise

UK
Defence of UK / 
Support to Civil 

Auth

Brunei
Capacity 
Building

Pacific
HMS ALBION

Pacific
HMS 

SUTHERLAND

Nigeria
Capacity 
Building

South Sudan
Capacity 
Building

Kenya
Training / 
Exercise

Somalia
Capacity 
Building

Over 10,000 personnel deployed on 
operations outside the UK

Current UK Military Deployments



Delivery of the deterrent and a Maritime Task Group from:

JOINT FORCE 2025
Maritime  

4 Merlin MK2 Squadrons
2 Wildcat Squadrons

4 SSBNs (Nuclear 
Deterrent)

7 SSN (Hunter 
Killer Submarines)

19  Frigates and 
Destroyers

2 Aircraft Carriers
12 Mine Hunters
3 Survey Vessels
1 Ice Patrol Ship

3 Commando Brigade
2 Landing Platform Dock
3 Landing Ship Dock

6 Fleet Tankers
3 Fleet Solid Support Ships

18 inshore Patrol Vessels
Up to 6 Offshore Patrol 
Vessels

Air

7 Typhoon  
Squadrons

Land

2 Armoured 
Infantry Brigades

6 Force 
Protection 
Wings

2 Strike Brigades

6 Infantry Brigades 
(overseas engagement 
& UK resilience)

16 Air Assault 
Brigade

1 (Intelligence, 
Surveillance & 
Reconnaissance) Brigade 

2 Puma Squadrons
3 Chinook Squadrons
2 Merlin MK4 Squadrons

Enabling capabilities 
(Artillery, Engineers & 
Logistics)

22 A400M Atlas
14 C130J Hercules

3 Rivet Joint (Airseeker)
8 Shadow
6 E-3D Sentry

9 P8 Maritime Patrol 
Aircraft

>20 Protector

Joint Headquarters, 
Forces, & Enablers

Defence 
Intelligence

Joint Cyber 
Group

Special 
Forces Squadrons

Special 
Reconnaissance 

& Support

Secure IT & 
Communications

SKYNET 5
Space Operations 

Centre

Defence Medical 
& Dental Services

(including 3 Field 
Hospitals)

Strategic Base

Strategic 
Headquarters

Global Defence 
Network

Science,
Technology &

Research 
Capability

Whole Force 
Approach

Military, Civilian, 
Industry Collaboration

Equipment 
Support

Logistics

A war fighting division from:

An Air Group from:

Ministry of Defence & Permanent Operating 
Bases

77 Brigade (Information 
Warfare)

4 Apache Squadrons
4 Wildcat Squadrons
3 Watchkeeper Batteries

2 F35 Lightning 
Squadrons

14 Voyager

8 C-17

16



Current Procurement Projects

• QEC

• F35

• P8

• T26 / T31e

• OPVs

• Mine-hunting Concept

• Ajax

• Boxer



• Unmanned Warrior

• Information Warrior

• Autonomous Warrior

Unmanned Exercises



UK / Portugal
Future Security and Defence Relationship
• 3 strands:

• Bi-lateral

• NATO

• EU


